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 Deism  
Reading List 

Made by @Knight  

 
Want to add a book rec? 
(discord) 

 Ping @Knight (display name) or @knight5593 (username).  

 

Note: This reading list is NOT presented as a definitive canon of deism, nor does it claim to 

exhaust the range of deistic thought; it is a provisional selection assembled on the basis of 

personal interest and preference.  

 

The list is compiled in honor of, and with thanks to, the Classical Deism server, whose 

thoughtful discussions and the people behind them made this possible. Y’all are amazing. 

 

I have also attempted to include multiple accessible formats for each text, including Pdf 

and online versions where available; if any of these links are inaccessible or insufficient, feel 

free to reach out.  

 

Ps. Most books are also available on the internet archive! Borrowing books is free. Just sign 

in with your email.  Internet archive 

https://discord.gg/D3TnexhuPv
https://archive.org/


2 

 

 

On Deism & Against Religion 

Philosophy Selection 
 

 
The Age of Reason 
By Thomas Paine 

Pdf: Age of Reason.pdf 
Online:  Age of Reason. Online 

Internet archive: Age of Reason. Internet archive 
 

Oracles of Reason 
By Charles Blount 

Pdf: Oracles of Reason. pdf 
Online: Oracles of Reason. Online 

Internet Archive: Oracles of Reason. Internet Archive 
 

Reason, the Only Oracle of Man; Or, A Compendius System of Natural Religion 
By Col. Ethan Allen 

Pdf: Reason, the Only Oracle of Man. pdf 
Online:  Reason, the Only Oracle of Man. online 

Internet Archive: Reason, the Only Oracle of Man. Internet Archive 
 

The Principles of Nature, or A Development of the Moral Causes of Happiness and Misery 
among the Human Species 

By Elihu Palmer 
Pdf: Principles of Nature. pdf 

Online: Principles of Nature. online 
Internet Archive: Principles of Nature. Internet Archive 

 
De Veritate 

By Lord Herbert of Cherbury 
Pdf; De Veritate.scanned pdf 

Online: (couldn’t find) 
Internet Archive: (couldn’t find) 

 
 
 
 

https://klymkowsky.github.io/klymkowskylab/Readings/Thomas%20Paine%20-%20The%20Age%20of%20Reason.pdf
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/3743/pg3743-images.html
https://archive.org/details/bwb_S0-DHY-772/page/6/mode/2up
https://books.google.com/books/download/The_Oracles_of_Reason.pdf?id=LnVjAAAAcAAJ&output=pdf
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/e/eebo/A28444.0001.001?rgn=main;view=fulltext
https://archive.org/details/bim_early-english-books-1641-1700_the-oracles-of-reason-_blount-charles_1693/mode/2up
https://neilrieck.net/misc/pdf/deism-docs/Reason%20The%20Only%20Oracle%20of%20Man%20Ethan%20Allen.pdf
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/37694/pg37694-images.html
https://archive.org/details/reasononlyoracl00allegoog/mode/2up
https://books.googleusercontent.com/books/content?req=AKW5QaeCOBbp_IA0X3cTRyCBvpEpu4KjIRv3Y3SBYqSvKc0pzQyJABmKJ5BA4nBoiSKmv-fnW3enYHRFtgEGiSCK_HSsPgodIwZJ6L2lTi0ZUv25DycpZxc3ChRdZf-ccbF0RpPAIhIYGrtV245BpfDyTFMub8UCmosnyoYegqsmnxDj-8VWinzFPE1EsGASsk0TJ-zIkXtmbD0w6zXwygfMXfjovbgzMVnFk1XyhXhSMV2SAJAgiXimmIgd1wPuiF5MusPATlha
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Principles_of_nature;_or,_a_development_of_the_morals_causes_of_happiness_and_misery_among_the_human_species
https://archive.org/details/principlesofnatu00palmrich/mode/2up
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hwJwP4l3iEBPB15UI9WBnxW3BIcgHOXN/view
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The Principles of Deism Truly Represented, and Set in a Clear Light: In Two Dialogues 
Between a Sceptick and a Deist; The First Concerning the Christian Revelation; The Second 

Concerning Natural Religion 
By Francis Gastrell 

Pdf: Principles of Deism. pdf 
Online: Principles of Deism. online 

Internet Archive:  The Principles of Deism. Internet Archive 
 

A discourse of free-thinking, occasion'd by the rise and growth of a sect call'd 
Free-Thinkers 

By Anthony Collins 
Pdf: A Discourse on Free Thinking. pdf 

Online: A Discourse on Free Thinking. online 
Internet Archive: A Discourse of Free Thinking. Internet Archive 

 
A Discourse of the Grounds and Reasons of the Christian Religion in Two Parts; to Which Is 

Prefixed an Apology for Free Debate and Liberty of Writing 
By Anthony Collins 

Pdf: A Discourse of the Grounds and Reasons of the Christian Religion. pdf 
Online: A Discourse of the Grounds and Reasons of the Christian Religion. online 

Internet Archive: A Discourse of the Grounds and Reasons of the Christian Religion. 
Internet Archive 

 
Fragments from Reimarus : consisting of brief critical remarks on the object of Jesus and 

His disciples as seen in the New Testament 
By Hermann Samuel Reimarus 

Pdf: Fragments from Reimarus. pdf 
Online: Fragments from Reimarus. online 

Internet Archive: Fragments from Reimarus. Internet Archive 
 

God and Human Beings 
By Voltaire 

Pdf; God & Human Beings. pdf 
Online: ( couldn’t find) 

Internet Archive: (not available) 
 

Toleration and other essays (most notable: The Sermon of the Fifty) 
By Voltaire 

Pdf: Toleration. pdf 
Online: Toleration. online 

Internet Archive:  Toleration. Internet Archive 
 

Groundwork of the Metaphysic of Morals  
By Immanuel Kant 

Pdf: Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals.pdf  
Online: Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals. Online 

Internet Archive: Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals. Internet Archive 
 

https://books.google.com/books/download/The_Principles_of_Deism_Truly_Represente.pdf?id=23S4-PCvQxAC&output=pdf
https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=23S4-PCvQxAC&pg=GBS.PP4&hl=en_US
https://archive.org/details/bim_eighteenth-century_the-principles-of-deism-_gastrell-francis_1722/mode/2up
https://books.google.com/books/download/A_Discourse_of_Free_thinking.pdf?id=Qcc6AQAAMAAJ&output=pdf
https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=0kdTAAAAYAAJ&pg=GBS.PA4&hl=en
https://archive.org/details/adiscourseoffree00colluoft/mode/2up
https://archive.org/download/discourseofgroun00coll/discourseofgroun00coll_bw.pdf
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=ia.ark:/13960/t2c82h535&seq=8
https://archive.org/details/discourseofgroun00coll/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/discourseofgroun00coll/mode/2up
https://archive.org/download/fragmentsfromrei00reim/fragmentsfromrei00reim_bw.pdf
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015003351916&seq=5
https://archive.org/details/fragmentsfromrei00reim
https://image2url.com/r2/default/documents/1773888870184-d59a4e08-4602-4d89-8e97-9f7ee84cecdb.pdf
https://archive.org/download/tolerationother00volt/tolerationother00volt.pdf
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/64858/pg64858-images.html
https://archive.org/details/tolerationother00volt/page/n3/mode/2up
https://cpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/blog.nus.edu.sg/dist/c/1868/files/2012/12/Kant-Groundwork-ng0pby.pdf
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/5682/pg5682-images.html
https://archive.org/details/groundworkofmeta00kant/mode/2up
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Critique of Pure Reason  
By Immanuel Kant 

Pdf: Critique of Pure Reason. pdf 
Online: Critique of Pure Reason. online 

Internet Archive: Critique of Pure Reason. Internet Archive 

Literature Selection (deist themes) 
 
 

Candide 
By Voltaire 

Pdf: Candide. pdf 
Online: Candide. online 

Internet Archive: Candide. Internet Archive 
 

The Jefferson Bible (The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth) 
By Thomas Jefferson 

Pdf: Jefferson Bible. pdf 
Online: Jefferson Bible. online 

Internet Archive: Jefferson Bible. Internet Archive 
 

De Rerum Natura (On the Nature of Things) 
By Lucretius 

Pdf: On the Nature of Things. pdf 
Online: On the Nature of Things. online 

Internet Archive: On the Nature of Things. Internet Archive 

On History 
 
 

The Faiths of the Founding Fathers 
By David L. Holmes 

Pdf: Faiths of the Founding Fathers. pdf 
Online: (not found) 

Internet Archive: Faiths of the Founding Fathers. Internet Archive 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/u.osu.edu/dist/5/25851/files/2017/09/kant-first-critique-cambridge-1m89prv.pdf
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/4280/4280-h/4280-h.htm
https://archive.org/details/purereasonkant00kantuoft/mode/2up
http://www.esp.org/books/voltaire/candide.pdf
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/19942/pg19942-images.html
https://archive.org/details/candide00volt_1/mode/2up
https://uuhouston.org/files/The_Jefferson_Bible.pdf
https://books.google.com/books/about/The_Jefferson_Bible.html?id=AmAJAQAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&hl=en#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://archive.org/details/jeffersonbibleli0000unse/mode/2up
http://johnstoniatexts.x10host.com/lucretius/lucretiusall.pdf
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/785/pg785-images.html
https://archive.org/details/lucretiusonnatu00lucr/mode/2up
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:5c59b6b0-71f1-4808-bd1a-b306fa94e9c3
https://archive.org/details/religionoffoundi0000holm/mode/2up
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Note: Certain modern and popular-level works have been deliberately OMITTED , as this list 

is oriented toward texts that exhibit a higher degree of philosophical rigor and are more 

directly concerned with reason, natural religion, and the intellectual foundations of deistic 

thought, with the intention of preserving works of quality that uphold a HIGH STANDARD  

of Reason and ensuring that what is included contributes meaningfully to a serious and 

structured engagement with the subject. 

 

While preferences may differ, the intention is to maintain a consistent and reasonable 

standard for inclusion. Recommendations are welcome and will be considered on an 

individual basis.  

 

Additionally,  

The works included vary in their treatment of religion, with some offering critiques of 

organized religion and others engaging a bit more closely with Christian themes.  Their 

inclusion reflects relevance to the subject in a historical context  and does NOT constitute 

an endorsement of Christian deism 
 

Thank you! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Reading List has been approved by server administration ✅ 
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